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IN 2016, eight corporate profes-
sionals set outon a mission tohelp
-impaired students, who

did not have access to higher ed-
ucation, get degrees. Sixyears lat-
er, in 2022, their efforts bore fruit
ntfwmm 4 w
year exams. The

27 students—and their trainers—

housekeep-
ing staff in a mall or school. Just

The number of students
with TEACH has
increased to 143 over the

6years of work Iatér, 27 hea
impaired wait for college degrees

i
TEACH set out on a path in 2016 to make sure the hearing impargdgot access to
are waiting for their third year examination results |

heart When Sharmavolunteered
to teach in Lulia’s school in 2015,
the latterasked his parents to wait

sixyears ago,”saysthe 23-year-old.
“I've come so far”

TEACH and its team has come
a long way in six years. Of the 27
who gave their university exams,
seven have already got jobs.

Mariya Khan, who is awaiting
resuits, is the daughter of a food
cart owner. She now hopes to
become a chef. “Since 1 joined
TEACH, | have become more in-
dependent.” says the 25-year-old.
“Iwant to start my own restaurant;
something [ wouldn't have dreamt
of earlier”

Teaching special-needs stu-
‘dents needs various resources
and double the effort. "Especially

s

ring

Students at the TEACH institute in
Sion, PICS/ATUL KAMBLE

when people around them have a

limiting mindset of what the stu-
dents can do,” continues Sharma.
“We teach basic English, Maths,

Computers, and a behavioural |

course to help them cope with
frustration, low self-esteem, and
communication difficulties. Many
of these students were from ver-
nacular mediums, so we had to
start from scratch” “Initially”
says Pankaj Chheda, 24, “it was

very difficult to catch up with |

what was being taught. Despite
going to school, we didn't learn
much. Now, I feel confident. [
love Accounts and plan to take
up a government job."




